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@3 B X — Master of the universe. This
inspiring song of praise is attributed to R’
Shlomo ibn Gabirol. one of the greatest early
paytanim {liturgical pocts), who flourished in the
eleventh century. The daily prayer service is
inaugurated with the Name J18 to recall the
merit of Abraham, the first one to address God
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with this title [Genesis 15:2) {Etz Yosef), and the
one who instituted the morning pravers
[Berachos 26b] (Vilna Gaon).

The song emphasizes that God is timeless,
infinite and omnipotent. Mankind can offer Him
only one thing: to proclaim Him as King, by
doing His will and praising Him. Despite God's
greatness, however, He involves Himself with
man’'s personal needs in time of pain and
distress. The prayer concludes on the inspiring
note that, lofty though He is, HASHEM is with me,
! shall not fear.



